CK. in.]     Groivtk of the Persian Empire.         43

warned him of the death of Atys, to test the oracles
before he put to them the question which should deter-
mine him to fight out the quarrel with Cyrus or to lay it
aside. Two only stood the test; and of these two that
which satisfied him best was the oracle of Delphoi, from
which he learnt that if he went against the Persians he
would destroy a great power. Not yet wholly at ease, he
asked further whether his empire would last long, and
received by way of answer a warning to flee and tarry
not when a rnule should be king of the Medes. Fully
satisfied that such an event was impossible, he crossed
the Halys. The engagement which followed was a
drawn battle, and Kroisos, falling back on Sardeis, dis-
missed his army with orders to join his standard again in
the spring. But Cyrus, having learnt the intentions of
Kroisos, timed his march so as to reach Sardeis after the
dispersion of his troops. Trusting to the tried valour of
his Lydian cavalry, Kroisos went out boldly to meet him:
but Cyrus had placed his camels in the front line, and
the Lydian horses in dismay carried their riders from the
field. Kroisos had reigned fourteen years; and the
siege which ensued had lasted fourteen days when an
accident led to the capture of the city, and Kroisos with
fourteen other Lydians, bound in chains, was placed on
a great pile of wood, either by way of offering to the
gods the firstfruits of victory or of seeing how they
would deal with a man who had greatly honoured them.
Then to Kroisos in his agony came back the words which
Solon had spoken to him that no living man could be
called happy; and as he thought on this, he sighed and
after a long silence thrice called out the name of Solon.
Hearing this, Cyrus bade the interpreters ask him whom
he called, and after much pressing received for answer
that Solon had thought nothing of all his wealth while he
sojourned with him, and how;the words had come to pass